Who is mighty? One who conquers their impulse to evil, as it is written, “One who is slow to anger is better than the mighty, and one who rules over their spirit better than one who conquers a city.”  Mishnah Avot 4:1 quoting Proverbs 16:32.

UN International Day of Peace 2014
INVITATION TO SYNAGOGUES

20th & 21st September 2014
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Synagogues in London are invited to mark Peace Day 2014 by inviting guests to visit on Saturday 20th or Sunday 21st September.

Across the world, Peace Day provides an opportunity for individuals, organisations and nations to create practical acts of peace on a shared date.  Special activities will take place all across the world, with moments of silence at noon in every time zone, and much more.

What can we do?

Communities in the UK have established the act of opening one’s place of worship to others as an important symbol of Peace Day.  The act of hospitality is so simple but so central to many faith traditions.  Two years ago, when Peace Day fell on a Friday, hundreds of Islamic Centres welcomed visitors.  Last year when Peace Day fell on Shabbat Chol Hamoed Sukkot, synagogues welcomed visitors to Shabbat services and into the Sukkah.

This year when the 21st September is a Sunday, churches will welcome visitors on that day itself.  Along with our Muslim colleagues we have a choice.  Shabbat Nitzavim-Vayeilech on 20th September offers an opportunity to open our doors to guests – neighbours and friends from other faith traditions in particular.  Sunday 21st offers further possibilities – either to welcome visitors into the synagogue, or perhaps an opportunity for chedarim to welcome children from nearby communities.  Or to participate in the innovative “Flights for Peace” engaging in multifaith conversations over the River Thames. 

Your local faith forum may be able to assist in passing your invitation to their members and in making arrangements for them to visit.

To register as a participating synagogue, and for supporting materials and further information, please contact Steve Miller at the Faith-based Regeneration Network on 020-7840 1038 stevemiller@fbrn.org.uk. Further information and flyers are available to download from www.londonpeacenetwork.org, by emailing convener@lbfn.org or by telephoning 07903 682 142. 

The flyer for synagogues includes messages of peace from nine religious traditions for use on Peace Day. Participatants are invited to send in photographs and brief descriptions of their activities on Peace Day.
The Facebook page for Peace Day activities in 2014 is www.facebook.com/sept21, the twitter name is @network_peace and the hashtag is #PeaceDay.

The UN International Day of Peace is marked each year on 21st September all over the world.  The UN Secretary General has declared the theme for 2014:  The right of peoples to peace.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Synagogue members are warmly invited to Peace-Building in the 21st Century, Celebrating Achievements and Hopes, Confronting Real Issues on Monday 15th September at St Ethelburga’s Centre for Reconciliation and Peace, EC2.  Book online at www.londonpeaceconference.eventbrite.co.uk. 
Flights for Peace across the Thames take place on Sunday 21st September.  Book online at www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/flights-for-peace-tickets-11990874027. 
